Nitrile derivatives are an important class of compounds used in the chemical industry. For example, nitrile derivatives are employed in the synthesis of some heterocyclic molecules (Radl et al., 2000), and have been used as starting materials for the synthesis of phthalocyanines (Jin et al., 1994). Recently, we have reported the crystal structure of a benzonitrile compound (Fu & Zhao, 2007). The title compound was unexpectedly obtained during our work on nitrile compounds, and its crystal structure is reported here.
The title compound, C 16 H 12 N 2 O, was accidentally synthesized by the reaction of 4-(bromomethyl)benzonitrile and pentaerythritol. The dihedral angle between the benzene rings is 57.39 (9) . In the crystal structure, molecules are linked by intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen-bonding interactions to form chains running parallel to the b axis.
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Symmetry code: (i) Àx þ 1; y À 1 2 ; Àz þ 5 2 .
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